Rhetorical Structure/Stylistic Devices

Alliteration

repetition of initial consonant sound
The initial consonant sound is usually repeated in two neighboring words (sometimes also in words that are not next to each other). Alliteration draws attention to the phrase and is often used for emphasis

Allusion
indirect reference to a person, event or piece of literature 

Allusion is used to explain or clarify a complex problem. Note that allusion works best if you keep it short and refer to something the reader / audience is familiar with, e.g.:

Anaphora
successive clauses or sentences start with the same word(s) 

The same word or phrase is used to begin successive clauses or sentences. Thus, the reader's / listener's attention is drawn directly to the message of the sentence.

Metaphor
figurative expression 

Metaphor compares two different things in a figurative sense. 

Simile
direct comparison 

Two things are compared directly by using 'like' (A is like B.).

Parallelism
parallel sentence structure 

Successive clauses or sentences are similarly structured. This similarity makes it easier for the reader / listener to concentrate on the message.

Example:

· We are bound by ideals that move us beyond our backgrounds, lift us above our interest, and teach us what it means to be citizens. 

