A Raisin in the Sun           Vocabulary List

1. vindicate (V) to clear of accusation or blame

2. defiance (N) bold resistance to authority

3. graft (N) illegal use of one’s position, money or advantage

4. vengeance (N) infliction of punishment in return for a wrong committed

5. furtive (adj)  secretive

6. rat trap (N) something messy or broken down

7. flit (V) to move quickly from one thing to another

8. neurotic (adj/N) showing characteristics of a mental or emotional disorder

9. assimilation: (N) the act of becoming similar to something or someone else

10. liberated (adj/V)) set free

11. haphazardly (adv) doing something only half way 

12. affect (V)
13. effect (N)

14. dumbfounded (adj) filled with astonishment

15. eccentric (adj) behaving or looking different than the norm

16. flourish (V) a dramatic movement or gesture

17. sobriety (N) seriousness; free of alcohol

18. scrutinize: (V) examine carefully

19. menacingly: (adv) threateningly

20. exuberant: (adj) high spirited, lively

21. incredulity: (N) disbelief; skepticism

22. strident (adj) loud; harsh

23. maliciously: (adv) done with the intent to harm

24. amiably (adv) friendly

25. deplore: (V) hate

26. gall: (N) nerve

27. retrogression: (N) the return to an inferior condition

28. martyr: (N) one who makes great sacrifices for a cause

29. flippant: (adj) showing casual disrespect

30. wrought (V) created

ALLUSION: a reference to a familiar literary work, history, the bible, etc. (Example: When George calls Walter “Prometheus,” he is referring to the Greek God that suffered every single day by having an eagle eat his liver over and over again. The allusion shows how George feels about all of Walter’s constant moaning and feeling sorry for himself..
