Notes on Henrick Ibsen and A Doll’s House  (1879)
Born in Skien, Norway, in 1828

Poor family: When his family lost financial standing, Ibsen bitterly recalls how friends forsook all connections.
First ambitions were medicine/art/poetry

In 1858, he married Susannah Thoreson. They had one son.

Died from a stroke in 1906

Became known as “The Great Realist”

A Doll’s House (1879) made Ibsen widely known outside of Scandinavia

Crucial Cause: The emancipation of women (Caused critical uproar)

Inspired social criticism, expressing personal alienation from society

Ibsen revered marriage and was genuinely interested in the possibility of true wedlock.
He felt the biggest task a person faces is to find out who one is and become that person.

Nineteenth century theater had been dominated by romanticism. Ibsen wished to focus on more realistic situations.
Ibsen’s Contribution to the Theater

1. Middle-class  Tragedy: Tragedy of the common middle class person
2. Technical (Developed the art of prose dialogue)

3. The theater should provide not only entertainment; it should provide the viewer/reader the opportunity to rethink basic principals.

In writing A Doll’s House in1879, Ibsen was inspired by the true story of Laura Kieler. She deeply resented the play, although it is an admiring vindication of her conduct.

Ibsen wrote a happy ending for German actors but was totally against the emendation.

The “happy ending” was never a success.

Ibsen’s classic plays are notable for their staticism.  Before the curtain rises all significant events have already occurred in the lives of the characters. The business of the play is reaping the consequences of these past circumstances.

The specific problem of A Dolls House deals with the difficulty of maintaining and individual personality within the confines of a stereotyped social role.

