The Awakening by Kate Chopin

Vocabulary and Study Questions

Chapter One

Chamomile

Guant

Lugger

Quadroon

1. Describe Leonce Pontellier.

2. What indications are there that the Pontellier marriage is strained?

Chapter Two

Countenance

Incessantly

Infusion

Languor

1. Describe Edna Pontellier

2. What kind of person is Robert LeBrun?

3. What do you learn about Robert and Edna from their conversation at the end of this chapter?

 Chapter Three

Composure

Habitual

Lamenting

Luscious

1. How does Leonce’s behavior when he returns from the Klein Hotel reveal his attitude toward his wife?

2. What shows the reader more signs of the marital conflict between the Pontelliers?

3. How does the gift Edna receives from her husband symbolize her marriage and most marriages of this time?

Chapter Four

Amicable

Ample

Atonement

Creole

Efface

Embodiment

Impervious

Insidious

Iota

1. Describe the unusual nature of the relationship between Edna and her children.

2. Who is Adele Ratignolle, and how is she the embodiment of the “mother-woman”?
3. How does the fact that Edna is not a Creole affect her relationship with others on Grand Isle?

4. How might there be danger in novels that can confuse the susceptible woman?

Chapter Five
Aptitude

Congenial

Earnest

Contemptuous

Sonorous

1. During the Middle Ages, courtly love was embodied in the behavior of an knight toward the fine lady he loved. He would prostrate himself before her, idolize her, carry her favor into battle, but never demonstrate physical love for her. How does Robert’s behavior toward Edna fit the pattern?

2. What is the difference between his attentions to Edna and his past attentions to Adele Ratignolle?

3. What is the significance of sketching in this chapter?

Chapter Six

Abyss

Ponderous

1. What question does Robert pose to Edna after Madame Ratignolle leaves? Why does this question pose a problem for Edna?

2. How is the sea used symbolically in this chapter?

Chapter Seven

Acme

Effusive

Enamored

Manifestation

1. How are Edna and Adele contrasted in this chapter?

2. How is the road to the beach used symbolically?

3. How are the lady in black and the two lovers used symbolically?

4. How is the flashback to Edna’s childhood used to show the reader how Edna has been repressed and lonely all her life?
5. What do you learn about Edna as a person, given her reasons for her marriage to Leonce?

6. How is the theme of awakening revealed in this chapter?

7. How is the symbol of the unknown lovers used?

Chapter Eight
Discernment

Propensity

Behemently

1. Why does Adele tell Robert to leave Edna alone? Why is he annoyed by this?

