Chapter Nine
Demure

Effulgence

Impetuous

1. Who is Madamoiselle Reisz? How is she a contrast to Edna?

2. In the past, what image has been evoked in Edna’s mind by a certain musical passage? How is this a contrast to Edna’s life up to this point?

3. What is Edna’ response to the music of mademoiselle Reisz?

Chapter Ten
Exalted

Flippancy

Listlessly

Malicious

Pathos

Supercilious

Voluptuous

1. What realization does Edna come to as she walks to the water with her husband by her side?

2. How does she respond to swimming successfully for the first time?

3. What is the significance of “the spirits of the twenty-eighth of August”?

Chapter Eleven

Exuberance

1. How is the theme of rebellion against marriage shown in Edna’s b ehavior when her husband returns? How does this rebellion end?

Chapter Twelve

Intangible

Piquant

1. What does Edna do that she has never done before? What phrases are repeated?

2. How does she feel as she and Robert sail to the Cheniere Caminada?

3. Who are the people aboard the ship in addition to Robert and Edna?

4. What is the significance of the plans Robert says he has for the future? What is Edna’s response?

Chapter Thirteen

1. How does Edna respond to the actual church service?

2. What does she do at Madame Antoine’s house?

3. What role does Robert play during this time?

Chapter Fourteen

Dissuaded

Pacified

1. What is Leonce’s reaction when Edna does not return with the others? What does this show you about their marriage?

Chapter Fifteen

Obnoxious

Sardonically

Unscrupulous

1. Why do you think Robert leaves Grand Isle for Mexico?

2. What is Edna’s reaction to the news?

Chapter Sixteen

1. How does Edna spend much of her time after Robert leaves?

2. How are Mademoiselle Reisz and Adele Ratignolle foils for Edna?

3. What does Edna mean when she says, “I would give up the nonessential; I would give my money, I would give my life for my children, but I wouldn’t give myself.”

Chapter Seventeen

Din

Picturesque

1. How is the setting in chapter seventeen a contrast for the previous setting?

2. What is the purpose of Edna’s Tuesday “at home”? How does she change this?

3. What is the significance about Edna taking off her wedding ring and then putting it back on/

Chapter Eighteen

Alacrity

Complacency

1. How is the Ratignolle marriage a contrast to the Pontellier marriage?

2. How does Edna feel about Adele’s marriage?

Chapter Nineteen

Insolent

Tacit

1. How does Edna spend most of her time in this section of the novel/ /

2. What is her husband’s reaction?

