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The American International School of Zagreb

               Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

              Authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization

August 2010
Dear Grade 8 Students and Families of AISZ: 





Welcome to a new and exciting year in Science. My name is Dani DiPietro and I am your 8th grade science teacher for this school year. Grade 8 science reinforces students’ understanding of laboratory procedures and the scientific method. We will be studying a variety of topics including: The Nature of Science & Appropriate Measurement Techniques; Matter & the Periodic Table; Astronomy Basics; Genetics: and Interactions in the Environment. Eighth grade science will also be working in the laboratory setting to hone skills learned in sixth and seventh grade science. 

Comments for Success:  

For me, in your class, quality means much more than quantity. I would like to see each of you trying on a daily basis.  If you don’t try, you won’t succeed. Behave in a way that demonstrates RESPECT for the learning process and all members of the classroom community: yourself, other students and me. Finally, the way to achieve success in my classroom is to come to class with a ready-to-learn attitude and by being prepared. Let’s have fun in science, and let’s learn valuable information for a life-time of exploration.

Supplies: 

Students are expected to bring writing utensils, 1 spiral or bound A4 sized notebook–graph paper–for science ONLY, folder/binder for handouts for science ONLY, colored pencils, calculator, metric ruler and agenda to class daily. 

Assessment: 


Tests, quizzes, projects & lab reports = 60%


Homework, class work = 25%


Participation, effort = 15%

Homework: 

On average, students should spend around 75 minutes per week doing science homework. From time to time, projects and test studying may increase this, however if you are regularly doing more than an hour and a half, please let me know. Academics are important, but so are extra-curriculars, family & friend time, and ‘down-time’. 

Late policy for Assignments: 

*Students are expected to complete and hand in homework and assignments on time; this means at the beginning of a class. Late homework assignments will not be accepted. Students will be allowed one missed assignment for homework (no projects, tests, quizzes or labs) per semester, without penalty. 

*Lab reports and projects are major components of science. If large-scale assignments such as these are not turned in when due, the overall grade on the assignment will drop by10% each weekday after the due date whether you have science or not!

Lateness to Class:

If a student comes late to class, it will be marked as a tardy. If a student has three tardies in a quarter, they must serve a lunchtime detention. For each tardy after the three initial ones per quarter, they will serve a lunchtime detention. Every quarter this policy will begin anew. This will be a Middle School wide policy.

Final Exam: 

Students will have a final exam worth 10%, which will be averaged in with their fourth quarter grade.

Resources:  

Prentice Hall Science Explorer Series
Moodle listing homework - http://zagreb.ceesa.net/course/category.php?id=6
Class Blogs

Food and Drinks in class:

You may always have a water bottle with you in science to drink from. The only time food is NOT allowed in science is during labs. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to working together with you to ensure a successful school year. It is easiest to reach me via e-mail, however you can also telephone the school or drop by the classroom.
Let’s have a great year together!
Sincerely,

Dani DiPietro/Ms. D.




dani.dipietro@aisz.hr
(c) 091.46.77.211 – not after 10pm or during school hours
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