     Defining poetry is no easy task. The qualities associated with “good poetry” differ among readers and poets alike. However, one trait generally agreed upon is the poet’s ability to keep the reader’s interest. Poetry may capture the one’s attention by connecting to a personal experience, or evoking a particular image, or awakening the reader to a new understanding. “Like Bookends” by Eve Merriam, and “Blessing” by James Wright, both use all three methods in keeping their readers’ attention and interest. 
     Both Merriam and Wright describe common family events. The speaker in “Like Bookends” describes a typical family dinner. The family places their “napkins into polite folds” and then begins to ask one another about his or her day (l.10). Such common questions and common replies around the dinner table are familiar experiences. Like Merriam, Wright also paints a typical experience. Like the two friends in “Blessing,” companions often find themselves interacting with the beautiful outdoors. The reader can easily visualize his or herself as the two friends “just off the highway” as they “step over barbed wire into the pasture” (ll.1,7).
     Simple, yet powerful images capture the reader’s attention in both poems. Merriam repeats the title in the first line of the poem as the speaker places her “father at one side” and “{her}mother at the other” (ll.2-3). Opposite of this formal and rather serious image, they later “float up to the ceiling/where {they} sing and dance until it hurts from laughing”(ll.22-23). In “Blessing,” Wright vividly creates a picture of the speaker as the mare “nuzzled {his} left hand” (l. 17). The speaker’s delight in the physical attributes of the horse is further enhanced as the lines continue.
                              She is black and white,

                              Her mane falls wild on her forehead,

                              And the light breeze moves me to caress her long ear
                              That is delicate as the skin over a girl’s wrist. (ll.18-21)

     Outline of body paragraphs

I. Familiar  situations 

A. Family dinner

B. Drive in the countryside

II. Evoking a particular image

A. “When we sit……” Stanza 4

B. “I would like to hold…..(description of the female horse and the man)

      III         Insight and understanding

A. Parents and children are alike more than they think

Life can bring a person wonderful moments in simple ways.

