Earth
- Name is Germanic, unlike other planets that have Greek or Roman names

- Was not discovered; believed to have formed around 10 million years after the Sun
- The Roman mythological goddess of Earth is Tellus
- Only known planet to have life on it

- Much of the surface is covered in water
- Atmosphere is made up of oxygen, nitrogen and other gases
- Temperature of the inner core is hotter than the surface of the Sun
- Thought by most to be flat until Columbus sailed to America
- Fifth largest in the Solar System, a bit larger than Venus
- Axis of rotation is tilted

- Third planet from the Sun; 149,597,890 km away

- Thousands of man-made satellites orbiting the planet  
- Mass is 5.979 × 1024 kg

- Average density is 5.52 g/cm3
- Diameter is 12.756 km
Earth’s Moon

- Around 70 aircrafts have visited it 
- 12 astronauts have walked upon it

- A theory is that a body roughly the size of Mars hit the Earth a long time ago and pieces left from the wreckage gathered together to create the Moon

- In the 1800s Frenchman Frederic Petit believed he had found the Earth’s second moon 

Satellites

International Space Station – research; launched in 1998; low orbit makes it easy to see to spot

Hubble Space Telescope – astronomy, launched in 1990

Galaxy 14 – communications; launched in 2005; brings ESPN, the History Channel, Lifetime and other TV channels to the USA’s east coast

