Hamlet Questions for Review

1. Why do the guards ask for Horatio’s help in Act I/

2. Who is young Fortinbras? What does Old (Norway) Fortinbras say to him? What permission does Old (Norway) Fortinbras request of King Claudius?

3. List at least three examples of deception occurring in the play.

4. List at least three examples of the decay motif.

5. What social commentary does Shakespeare make by using the players arriving in Elsinore.

6. What does Polonius think has caused Hamlet’s mad behavior? What do we as readers know that Polonius does not?

7. Passages to study include Claudius’s speech to the people, Hamlet’s soliloquy, Hamlet’s monologue about man.

