     Readers often make connections between the content of what they read and well known philosophical ideas. An example of this liaison may be found between Steinbeck’s The 
Grapes of Wrath, and various precepts of Ralph Waldo Emerson. Although critics often focus on Emerson’s transcendentalism and the idea of the over soul as viewed in the beliefs of the preacher, Jim Casey, other characters pose interesting relationships to Emersonian ideas as well. Most specifically is the minor character Noah Joad. In fact, Noah’s actins become more easily understood when the reader examines the setting of, and justification for, Noah’s departure from his family, through an Emerson lens. 
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