
EDITING RESPONSIBILITIES

Examples:

Vocabulary Master

wanton

Act 2.1.63 
“Tarry, rash wanton. Am I not thy lord?” -Oberon

Definition:
immodest or promiscuous (usually a woman)

Sentence:
That woman is a wanton fool! Doesn’t she have any modesty?

Speech Decoder

Act 2.2.33-35

Original:

What thou seest when thou dost wake,

Do it for thy true-love take,

Love and languish for his sake

Decoded:

Whatever you see when you wake up, 

You will believe to be your true love,

And give him love and affection.


The lines above, spoken by Oberon as he sprinkles love potion in Titania’s eyes, are important to the overall play, because it is this action (and the consequent events) that reveal a crucial aspect of Oberon’s nature. It is clear that Oberon, perfect and powerful immortal though he may be, is actually quite juvenile. His love, Titania, is not paying attention to him, and he responds by playing a silly trick on her to make her appear foolish. 



This trick, however, sets into motion a series of events that allow the craftsman/actor Bottom to experience an important transformation. Bottom becomes the object of Titania’s love, and through this experience, his dream of being an important, central and esteemed person, comes true. For a brief, magical moment in the night, Bottom is doted upon by Titania and her fairies, and although it is only because of Oberon’s trick, for Bottom, the experience is quite real, and he emerges from the night a more mature, satisfied man.

CHARACTER OBJECTIVE CLARIFIER

Oberon’s major objective in Act 2, Scene 1, is to take Titania’s Indian boy as his own servant. It would be easy to say he wants this simply because he is a king and desires a servant. But Oberon has the entire magical kingdom at his fingertips, ready to do his will, so we must then infer that the Indian boy merely represents something else that Oberon desires.


Titania, his queen, has lost her favorite servant, the mother of the Indian boy, and her attention is now being spent completely on the boy--and not on Oberon. This upsets Oberon very much, and the situation drives him to revenge. He plays tricks to make Titania appear the fool, to gain back his power over her, and to earn her attention. Oberon therefore doesn’t desire the Indian boy, but the attention the boy has taken from him. What Oberon really wants, is Titania’s affection, and must therefore take the Indian boy from her.


