World Languages in AISZ Elementary School

At AISZ all students have the opportunity to learn more than one language: English (ELL), French or German. Non-Croatian students are also introduced to the study of Croatian language and culture, while native Croatian speakers have Croatian Native Language.
Every learner benefits from having access to different languages, and through that access, to different cultures and perspectives. Acquisition of more than one language enriches personal development and helps facilitate international-mindedness. Some of the factors that will influence students’ progress include similarities among language groups, exposure to the language, and aptitude to the language, as well as maturity, motivation, and learning style. As the students continuously develop their individual language skills, while the background and number of new student varies, the demand for, as well as the level of different groups, changes every year. The World Languages curriculum is specifically adjusted to the needs of each individual grade section. 
In SK French and German are offered as after school activities. Students from grades 1 to 5 have French or German four times a week.

Students in grades 1 to 4 have Croatian Culture or Croatian Native Language three times a week. Students in grade 5 have Introduction to Croatian Language or Croatian Native Language three times a week. 

AISZ Elementary School Standards
Standard 1. Oral language – listening and speaking
1. 1 Students will show an understanding that sounds/words are associated with objects, events and ideas, or with symbolic representation of them. They will be aware that an object or symbol may have different sounds or words associated with it in different languages. They will compile rules about the use of different aspects of language.
1.2 Students will show an understanding of the value of speaking and listening to communicate. They will use language to name their environment, to get to know each other, to initiate and explore relationships, to question, and to inquire.
Learning outcomes
	Level 1
	Level 2

	Realize that people speak different languages
	Follow classroom instruction, showing understanding

	Follow classroom directions and routines, using context cues
	Follow two-step directions

	Repeat single words
	Use language to address their needs, express feelings and opinions

	Name classmates, teachers and familiar  objects
	Memorize poems, rhythms and songs



	Use gestures, actions, body language and/or words to communicate needs and to express ideas
	Obtain simple information from accessible spoken texts

	Understand simple questions and respond with actions or words
	Listen and respond in small or large groups for increasing periods of time

	Use single words and two-word phrases in context


	Listen to and enjoy stories read aloud; show understanding by responding in oral, written or visual form

	Listen and respond to picture books, showing pleasure, and demonstrating their understanding through gestures, expressions and/or words
	Ask questions to obtain information and respond to inquiries directed to themselves or to the class

	Use the mother tongue (or English) to express understanding
	Use some grammatical rules of the language

	Realize that word order can change from one language to another
	Describe personal experiences

	Use own grammar style as part of the process of developing grammatical awareness
	Talk about  pictures, texts, and models they have created

	
	


Standard 2 : Visual language – viewing and presenting
2.1. Students will show an understanding that the world around them is full of visual language that conveys meaning. They will be able to interpret and respond to visual texts. ( Although much of their own visual language is spontaneous, they will be extending and using visual language in a more conscious way.)

2.2. Students will identify, interpret and respond to a range of visual text prompts and show an understanding that different types of visual texts serve different purposes. They will use this knowledge to create their own visual texts for particular purpose.

(* visual texts may be paper, electronic or live, observable forms of communication constructed to convey meaning and immediately engage viewers, allowing them instant access to data. Example of visual texts are: advertisements, brochures, computer games and programs, websites, movies, posters, signs, logos, flags, maps, charts, graphs, diagrams, illustrations, cartoons or comic. )
	Level 1
	Level 2

	Showing understanding of visual information through play, gestures, facial expression
	Showing understanding of visual information through simple discussion, role play, illustrations

	Show own feelings in response to visual presentations (e.g. amusement, curiosity , surprise)
	Talk about their own feelings in response to visual messages; show empathy for the way others might feel 

	Observe visual cues that indicate context; show understanding by matching pictures with context
	Relate to different contexts presented in visual texts according to their own experiences, for example “ That looks like my family”

	Select and incorporate colors, shapes , symbols and images into visual presentation
	Realize that shapes, symbols and colors have meaning and include them in presentations

	Locate and use appropriate ICT iconography to activate different devices, for example computer games, language software.. 
	Use a variety of implements to practice and develop handwriting and presentation skills

	
	Observe and discuss illustrations in picture books and simple reference books, commenting on the information being conveyed both through pictures and through text

	
	Recognize ICT iconography and follow prompts to access programs and information


Standard 3: Reading
3.1. Students will show an understanding that print represents the real or the imagined world. They will realize that   reading gives them knowledge and pleasure and could be a social or an individual activity. They will have a concept of “book”. They will use visual cues to recall sounds and words they are “reading” to construct meaning.
3.2. Students will show an understanding that language can be represented visually through codes and symbols. They will understand that reading is a vehicle for learning, and that the combination of codes conveys meaning.
	Level 1
	Level 2

	Show curiosity  and ask questions about pictures or text
	Understand sound-symbol relationships and recognize familiar sounds/symbols/ words

	Begin to discriminate between visual representations such as symbols, numbers, ICT iconography, letters and words
	Listen attentively and respond actively to read-aloud situations

	Distinguish between pictures and written text, for example, can point to a picture when asked
	Participate in guided reading situations, observing and applying reading behaviors and interacting effectively with the group

	Recognize names and familiar words


	Have a secure knowledge of the basic conventions of the language in printed text, (e.g. layout, spacing, punctuation)

	Listen attentively and respond to stories read aloud
	Use meaning, visual contextual and memory cues against each other, when necessary

	Join in with, poems, songs, word games and clapping games, gaining familiarity with the sounds and patterns of the language
	Read and understand the meaning of teacher selected texts at an appropriate level

	Participate in shared reading, joining with rhymes, refrains and repeated text as they gain familiarity
	Participate in shared reading, responding to questions

	Choose and “read” picture books for pleasure
	Participate in learning engagements involving reading aloud – taking roles and reading dialogue, repeating refrains from familiar stories, reciting poems



Standard 4 : Writing

4.1. Students will show an understanding that writing is a form of expression to be enjoyed.  They will know that how you write and what you write conveys meaning and that writing is a purposeful act, with both individual and collaborative aspects.
4.2. Student will show an understanding that writing is a means of recording, remembering and communicating. They will know that writing involves the use of codes and symbols to convey meaning to others. They will know that writing and reading uses the same code and symbols. They will know that writing can describe the factual or the imagined world.
	Level 1
	Level 2

	Differentiate between illustrations and written text
	Connect written codes with the sounds of spoken language and reflect this understanding

	Begin to discriminate between letters/ numbers and symbols
	Form letters conventionally and legibly with an understanding why this is important

	Show an awareness of sound-symbol relationships and begin to recognize the way that some familiar sounds can be recorded
	Participate in shared and guided writing, observing the teacher’s model, asking questions.

	Copy individual words
	Create written text to match an illustration

	Label pictures and illustrations
	Demonstrate an awareness of the conventions of written text, as sequence, spacing…

	Show curiosity and ask questions about written language
	Write to communicate a message (e.g. letter to a friend..)

	Participate in shared writing, observing the teachers writing
	Write informally about their own ideas, experience and feelings, using simple sentence structure, for example, “I like…
”I can..” I am going to..

	Choose to write as play, or in informal situations, for example filling in forms
	Read their own writing to the teacher and to the classmates, realizing that what they have written remains unchanged

	
	Enjoy writing and value their own efforts
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