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'I*nsitional 
devices are like bridges between parts of your paper. They are cues that help the reader toiaterpret ideas in the way that you, as a writer, want them ti understand. Transitional devices help you carryover a thought from one sentence to another, from one idea to another, or from one paragraph to another withlrord-s or phrases' And f::a11y, transitional devices link your sentences and paragraphs together smoothly sothat there are no abrupt jumps or breaks between ideas.

atere are several types oftrar:sitionar devices, and each category reads your reader to nrake certainconnectiols or assumptions about the areas you are connectiig. Some lead your reader forward and imply the"building" of an idea or though! while otheff mak" your ,"ud!. "o-f *;i;;;;; "io'"fuiioo, tom tr"preceding thoughts.

Ilere is a list of some common transitional devices that can be used to cue your reader in a given way.

To Add:

and, again' and then, besides, equarly important, finally, further, furthennore, nor, too, next, lastry, what,smore, moreovet in addition, first (second, etc.),

To Compare:

whereas, but, yet, s1 thg 6th"' hand, however, nevertheless, on the other hand on the contrary, byconna119n, yhere, compareil to; up against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, ;lthough, coav#"ly,
meanwhile, after all, in contrast, although this may be true

To Prove:

because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, fi[thermore, moreover, besides, indeed, in fact,in addition, in any case, that is

To Show Exception:

yet, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, ofiourse, once in a while. sometimes

To Show Time:

imrnediate.ly, thereafter, soon, after a few hours, finaly, then, later, previousry, formerry, fust (second, etc.),next, and then



To Repeat:

l l
il brie{ as I have said as I have noted, as bas been noted,

To Emphasize:

defidtely, extremely, obviously, in fact, indeed, in any case, absolutely, positively, naturally, suryrisingly,
aiways, forever, perenaially, etemally, never, emphaticaily, unquestionably, without a doubt, certainly,
undeniably, without reservation

Io Show Sequence:

first, second, third, and so forth. 4 B, C, and so forth. next, then, followi.ng this, at this time, now, at this
. point, after, afterward, subsequently, finaliy, consequently, previously, before this, simultaneously,

cotrcurently, thus, therefore, hence, next, and then, soon

To Give an Example:

for exanple, for instance, in this case, in another case, on this occasion, i4 this situation, take the case of, to
demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration, to illustrate

To Summarize or Conclude:

in brie{ on the wlole, summing up, to conclude, in couclusion, as I have show:c, as I have said hence,
Lherefore, accordingly, thus, as a resul! consequently, oo the whole,

For information about using many ofthese words and pbrases, see the Purdue OWL handout Sentence
Variebz at http://owl..english.purdue.edu.ihandouts/eeneral/sl sentvar.htmi
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