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CRES
READ THE NEXT QUESTIONS AND WRITE THE ANSWERS IN YOUR NOTEBOOK!

1. Look at the map and try to answer why Croatia is a Land of a Thousand Islands? Can you count them? How many are there?
2. What Sea surrounds Island of Cres?

3. Look at the map and try to figure out the nearest road from Zagreb to Cres. Can we make all the way with the car? If not what other transport we need to use? What big cities or interesting sites we need to go through on our way to Cres (name three at least!)? What is the air distance between Zagreb and town of Cres?
Islands of Cres and Losinj. One island or two? They used to be connected, but now they are separated by a channel dug by the Romans. The northern part of Cres protrudes deeply into the bay of Rijeka and is exposed to strong gusts of northerly wind. In winter the peaks are often white. Snow on a Mediterranean island! The southern part is protected from the wind so the climate there is Mediterranean. Mali Lošinj is among those places with the most sunny days per year in Europe. The woods of Lošinj provide precious shelter from the blazing sun. 
4. And how did that Island appeared in Adriatic Sea? Read the next story:
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In order to establish the origin of the name of the archipelago that include Cres, Lošinj and a number of smaller islands, it is necessary to look back to the mythical period of classical history and culture, to the 3rd century B.C., when Apollonius wrote the following:

[image: image2.wmf]"Fleeing before the Colchids, who wanted to take the Golden Fleece and return it to King Aeetes, the Argonauts, under the command of Jason, arrived in the Kvarner. Jason and the King's daughter Medea, who had fallen in love with him, set out for the northern Adriatic with the Golden Fleece. The King's son Absyrtus went chasing after the thieves of the Golden Fleece. Although the voyage took time, he succeeded in catching up with Jason and Medea. But, the deceitful Medea lured Absyrtus into a conversation and led him under the edge of Jason's sword. Jason killed Absyrtus, but Medea dismembered his body and cast the pieces into the sea. From the cut up limbs appeared the group of islands that were named for the hero - the Absyrtides, or the [Cres-Lošinj] islands." 
5. What big body of water you see on an Island?
6. Read the next story: 
Lake Vrana

Cres has its very own fresh water lake, which is very highly guarded and illegal to swim and fish in. It supplies water to neighboring Lošinj as well. It is one of the deepest fresh water lakes in Eastern Europe, going down 76 meters at its deepest point (>50 m below sea-level).

Lake Vrana myth or legend states that there is a castle under the lake. The rich sister that lived in the castle would not give her poor sister money or food. As a result she was punished by her castle being flooded during a severe thunderstorm which caused Lake Vrana to be created. The story goes on and tells that on some windy days if one listens very carefully even today, the tower bells can still be heard ringing
[image: image3.wmf]As you can read Cres is a mythical place. In Tramuntana, an ancient forest full of rustling secrets, there lives Masmalić. He is kind and willing to help to humans. But ... if you make him mad – by making noise, by throwing stones disturbing the silence of his home or by breaking branches – he may be very spiteful and vindictive, lead you the wrong way, scare you or make some other prank. You may recognize this little guy, if he decides to show himself, by a red hat and blue trousers. What do you think he looks like? Draw one!
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