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 Miss Blagus, 2007-08        grade 7                                                                   NATIONAL PARKS and PARKS OF NATURE IN CROATIA

	Croatian  name
	type of a NP or PN 
	location
	established 
	natural attractions
	useful facts 

	Brijuni


	NP

archipelago,

14 islands 
	along the western Istrian coast, NW of Pula
	1983
	· 2 larger and 12 smaller islands

· spacious landscape park with vast meadows 

· biological diversity: Mediterranean plants and many imported animal species 
	· ancient remains from the Roman and Byzantine times 

· the only Safari Park in Croatia 
· Josip Broz Tito's residence
· over the 100 state leaders have visited the islands 

	Kornati


	NP
archipelago, 150 islands


	Central Dalmatia,

between Zadar and Šibenik
	1980
	· the most indented group of islands in the Mediterranean

· interesting relief structures: the "crowns" (cliffs) on the islands facing the open sea

· the most diverse sea life in the Adriatic Sea
	· the biggest island Kornat comprises 2/3 of the park's area
· cultural heritage: remains of Illyrian settlements, Byzantine fortress, Venetian castle… 

	Krka


	NP

river 
	Central Dalmatia, near Šibenik
	1985
	· the Krka River is a natural and karstic phenomenon: cascades, numerous lakes and 7 waterfalls (Skradinski buk and Ročki slap are the most popular ones)
· rich and varied flora and fauna
	· the travertine barriers of the Krka river constantly grow and change the appearance of the falls, the lakes and the river itself 

· the little  island of Visovac with Franciscan church and monastery 
· numerous little water-mills 

	Mljet


	NP

island
	Southern Dalmatia, south of Pelješac and Korčula
	1960
	· the two large brackish lakes: the Great Lake (Veliko jezero) and the Small Lake (Malo jezero)

· karst landscape: caves, pits and small brackish lakes which vanish from time to time 
· rich forests
· some endemic Dalmatian plants
	· the island known as the Green Island
· the little island of St. Mary in the Great lake – ancient Benedictine monastery and a church (12th c.)
· cultural heritage dating back to the eras of the Illyrian tribes and the Roman Empire 
· mentioned in the stories about Odysseus
· numerous ancient stone villages

	Paklenica


	NP

mountain 
	southern part of the Velebit Mountain
	1949
	· the magnificent relief - karst formations: 2 canyons (14 and 12km), numerous caves and pits
· the creeks Mala and Velika Paklenica
· the biggest rock in Croatia, Anića kuk (712m)

· all types of forests, variety of plant and animal species in a relatively small area 
	· with Plitvice lakes the oldest national park in Croatia
· the most visited Croatian climbing center; there are over 150 km of hiking trails
· in some caves the ceramics from the Neolithic period have been found

	Plitvička jezera-Plitvice


	NP

a group of lakes (16)
	Lika region, 

at the road from ZG to the Dalmatia
	1949
	· a sting of 16 turquoise-colored lakes 

· cascades and waterfalls

· the highest waterfall in Croatia 
· in a valley between high forested mountains with variety of animal and plant life (deer, bears, wolves, wild boar, wild cats, small game, many kinds of birds) 
	· the largest, the oldest, the most visited NP in Croatia
· on the UNESCO register of World National Heritage

· the process of formation of lakes is alive and very dynamic 
· trout in the lakes 


	Croatian  name
	type of a NP or PN 
	location
	established 
	natural attractions
	useful facts 

	Risnjak


	NP

mountain
	The central part of the Risnjak mountain in Gorski kotar region,

15km inland from Rijeka
	1953
	· karst features (sinkholes, pits, caves)
· rocky and craggy Bijele Stijene (White Rocks)
· all of the mountain peaks are made of limestone, presenting a typical karst relief 
· the rest of the terrain is wooded ("covered karst"), which is both the main characteristic of the Risnjak landscape and the main reason for establishment as a NP
· about two thirds of the total area is under beech and fir
	· the name of the massif comes from the Croatian word for lynx, which is ris
· the source of the river Kupa
· a great climatic and vegetation barrier between coastal and continental parts of Croatia 
· at the Risnjak mountain lodge, snow lies for full five months, sometimes up to 4 m deep

	Sjeverni Velebit


	NP

mountain
	Northern part of the Velebit Mountain
	1999
	· richness of karst phenomena, outstanding biodiversity on a relatively small area
· there are more than 150 pits, the most famous is Luke's pit (with a depth of 1392 metres, it is the eighth deepest cave in the world)
· the two main peaks of the range are the Rožanski and Hajdučki kukovi (ledges)
· the virgin forest of Štirovaca
· inside the reserve there is the Velebit Botanical Garden
	· the youngest and the least accessible of Croatia’s NP 
· numerous mountaineering trails
· offers a magnificent view on the Adriatic Sea and some of its islands and on the continental side as well
· numerous archaeological localities and foundlings witness of the ancient history
· important meteorological station in Zavižan

	Medvednica


	PN
mountain
	Medvednica mountain, north of Zagreb 
	1981
	· mostly covered with forests 
· abundant with streams and springs
· very rich flora: 20 species protected by law, 14 endemic and 93 endangered plant species, among which many are rare species
· SW part of Medvednica is a karst area – Veternica cave

	· the mountain was named after the bears that used to live there medvjed=bear
· the highest peak is Sljeme - 1,032 m
· educational trails 
· offers bat adoption 
· “Miner's garden” 

	Kopački rit


	PN

floodplain area, swamp 
	NE of Croatia, Eastern Slavonia region, north of Osijek, at the confluence of Drava and Danube rivers 
	1997
	· biological diversity 
· rich bird life (291 bird species) and many of them are endangered 
· great plant diversity (more than 400 different plant species)
· one of the most important fish spawning sites of the whole Danube river basin 
· a world famous habitat of the Red Deer 
	· on the List of Wetlands of International Importance 
· offers bird watching

· bio-ecological station devoted to the research and nature protection   
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