The Literary Essay

Do not summarize a work. Develop a thesis and support it!

Structure: Introductory paragraph /Supporting paragraphs /Concluding paragraph

Introductory Paragraph Musts:

The hook: the opening sentence

The title and the author of the work being discussed

The final sentence: the thesis statement (ONE Sentence)

**Types: definition, question, anecdote, summary, quotation

Body Paragraphs: Should include a topic sentence and support that idea.

Use transitions for fluency both within paragraphs and when beginning new paragraphs.

Conclusion: a general summary of the thesis idea and a personal comment

Class Notes

