     Even identical twins exhibit differences as they grow older. And although close friends usually display common interests and traits, their differences may be numerous.  A major aspect of John  Knowles’ novel A Separate Peace, deals with the differences between the two main protagonists. Knowles contrasts the two friends, Finny and Gene.

     A definite contrast exists between Finny and Gene in regards to each boy’s overall outlook on life. Finny’s major interest involves having fun and making the most of life. The faculty at Devon recognized his zest for life and “threw up its hands over Phineas, and so loosened its grip on all of us” (Knowles 15). Gene, on the other hand, only broke the rules as a “collaborator” to Finny. He hated jumping from the tree: “But I always jumped. Otherwise I would have lost face with Phineas, and that would have been unthinkable” (25).
     Whereas Gene seems concerned about following the school rules, Finny exhibits “a calm ignorance” in regards to the rules of Devon (15). Finny skips dinner, cuts classes, and encourages forbidden behavior. Rules for Finny were “cast in the form of commandments” (25).

On the other hand, Gene broke rules only when Finny broke rules. For example, Gene does not like jumping from the tree. He admits that he does this only because “otherwise (he) would have lost face with Phineas, and that would been unthinkable” (25).

     When it comes to their studies, Finny and Gene are completely different. Finny does not really care about his studies because he knows he cannot make high grades. He even tells Gene, “Listen, I could study forever and I’d never break the C” (50). He is not motivated to study, and concentrates on other interests. Gene, on the other hand, values working hard academically. Finny even insists that Gene wants to be “head of the class” (43). 
     The boys definitely differ in the area of sports. Finny is certainly the most athletic of the two. He proves this when he breaks a school swim record without even practicing. Although Gene can certainly play sports, even he admits that Finny is superior. In fact, he thinks Finny is trying to ruin his studies. He says “that way he, the great athlete, would be way ahead of me (53).
     Despite their differences, Gene and Finny are roommates and spend most of their free time together. However, their commonalities are not described in detail, for Knowles’ contrast of the two boys is what gives the reader a more profound look into the thoughts of each. 

