Mercury- Sophie Stousland- Class Notes
Slide 1: The planet I researched was Mercury.
Slide 2: Name: Mercury. In Roman mythology, Mercury is the god of commerce, thievery, and travel. The Greek god Hermes is the messenger and moves quickly, just like Mercury (hence the name). It moves quickly due to the fact that it is the closest to the Sun, so the gravitational pull is much stronger. 
Slide 3: The diameter is 4,880 km., the mass is 330,1040,000,000,000,000,000,000 kg., and the density: 5.427 g/cm3.
Slide 4: There is a big iron core in the middle of Mercury about 1800 – 1900 km thick while the outer shell is about 500 – 600 km thick. Some people think that the inner core of Mercury is molten. 
Slide 5: Picture of Mercury (Artist rendition) 
Slide 6: The rotation is 58.6462 (Earth) days and the revolution is 87.97 days.
Slide 7: The ranging temperatures of Mercury are -173 / 427 °C (-279 / 801 °F). Mercury is one of the coldest planets even thought it is the closest to the Sun because there is no atmosphere to lock in the heat.
Slide 8: The chemical compounds in the atmosphere are:
Helium – 42%

Sodium – 42%

Oxygen – 15% 

Other – 1%

The magnetic field is 1% of Earth’s there is little or no atmosphere, which means there are lots of craters. The land and size is similar to the Moon’s. 
Slide 9: MESSENGER stands for MErcury Surface, Space ENvironment, GEochemistry, Ranging. It was the first spacecraft to orbit Mercury. MESSENGER took off on August 3, 2004 and has now been orbiting Mercury for around 4 weeks. There have only been 2 missions to the planet. 
Slide 10: Picture of Mercury
Slide 11: Picture of Mercury
Slide 12: Picture of Mercury 
Slide 13: Picture of Mercury (Artist rendition) 
Slide 14: The orbit around Sun is 57,909,227 km (0.38709927 A.U.) 

An A.U. is 149,598,000 km (a.k.a. Astronomical Unit). Mercury is the closest planet to Sun. 
Slide 15: The ancients first discovered Mercury because it is visible in the night sky.
Slide 16: Mercury doesn’t have any rings or moons. 
Slide 17: Mercury’s sign is from the Greek god Hermes. The wings on his feet and helmet mean that he is quick, the same as Mercury. 
Slide 18: The planet is only seen after the Sunrise and before the Sunsets. On Mercury, 1 year = 88 (Earth) days while 1 day = 176 (Earth) days. While standing on Mercury, the Sun would seem 3 times larger than on Earth. Also, it is the second smallest and densest planet in the solar system. 13 times every 100 years, Mercury passes in front of the Sun and is visible from Earth. This is called a transit. The next transit is happening on May 9th, 2016. 
